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A Swarm Of Bees In High Court

by Tonya Foster



as always there is »
the black robe, the platt-platt of
a robust gavel.

as always, there is
is/was. What will be is
just peripheral



this is how grief will
be forgotten—a few words
in long check-out lines.

this is how grief will
enter a body—malt liquor
drops into water



bodies of black men—
spent smoke, spent casings graph one
among many points

bodies of black men—
site specific installation—
America



steel comes in many
shapes and sizes, like bodies of
sound, of flesh, into

steel comes in many
forms: bridge, beam, resolve



bent, brown body, your
bobbing head anoints pavement.
Slight prayers like roaches.

bent, brown body, your
bend and bob under faint light
—articulate bullets.



bullets can cover
a page, train an eye—look! can
pepper a body

bullets can cover 7
a street, a door, the distance
between yours and mine



a bullet ain’t got
no name, no neck, no notions
of right, time, or left

a bullet ain’t got
no address, no love, no need
for satisfaction



a shoe will not grieve
the hand that held it, will not
want or want desire

a shoe will not grieve
your personal touch or its
shoeness when you're done



blind puddle that was
little boy’s blood, cold water
and Mr: Clean clean

“Blind puddle that was
chance for movie chivalry”—
in this we forget



“I want to be like ,
-Mike,” says we, “want to wear his
skilled skin on my feet”

“I want to be like
Mike,” say we, just as long as
I can take him off



tennis shoe pigeons
bounce, bend the cautious boughs, eat
wind with toothless mouths

tennis shoe pigeons
of our nature mark now by then,
know them by profiles



urban widows, do
you wear your mourning secrets
like tongues in closed mouths? -

urban widows, do
wear your FUBU habits well.
mourning—routine bread



in the lit air above
and on broken concrete—un-
poetic pigeons

in the lit air above, .
pigeons wheel and hover, a
form in flight, not flight



we understand light
within a form—the sand, or
water whipping it

we understand light
we say because of what we
say: “flash,” “blaze,” “blind”
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